
G-WAC Notes
From the

Project Jay Preservation Group

A News sheet for those who are interested 
in the early Land Rover Discoverys Jack’s G374UYRJames’s G534WAC

461 comes out for some fresh air.

She has been undercover for the past four years 
but just been out for her annual dusting - started first
flick as usual.

Bullbars, rear step and rear ladder removed, side 
decals overpainted, otherwise as original.

She still runs very well, I get her out in the yard 
occasionally, sometimes just to shunt trailers.

John.

A “new” 3-door.

We've bought another 3-door Discovery-we were 
hoping to buy the G-WAC that was on ebay but we
were too late and James beat us to it. (We are still
hoping to get one, one day)

This Discovery is a bit of a mystery machine. 
Someone who knows us called to say he had bought
it off ebay with a mind to chop it up for a serious off
road vehicle, but when it arrived, he saw it was in too
nice a condition to do that, and thought we might be
interested.

N941 PVC -although a 3-door, it was registered 
August 1995. There’s lots of paperwork, and in it
we've found that the first registered owners were
Land Rover, Lode Lane, Solihull.

It was Green whilst with Land Rover, but when 
they sold it, the colour was Red.  It's a V8i, and has
lots of add-ons (cruise control, etc), and is in great
condition.

Having lots of fun driving it.  We'll be bringing both 
of them to the Discovery weekend.

Sue & Andy.

PETER JAMES INSURANCE.
772 Hagley Road West, Oldbury, 
West Midlands. B68 0PJ. 
Telephone:0121 506 6040. 
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There are still a couple of trips out for 526 this 
year, the Heritage Run on Sunday 30th, then the 
Northern Road Run with the Series 3, 90-110 Club, 
7th October, and finally the Discovery Birthday 
Party at Plymouth 13th-14th October.

I will do an engine oil and filter change before 
the weekend, I usually change the oil every 3,000 
miles, and with over 99,000 miles on the clock it is 
now overdue.

Two G-WACs now looking for a good home, 
because of their condition both are not expensive. 
If anyone has the time and a couple of thousand 
pounds to spend on them, they will both make 
stunning cars for the future.

Thanks once again to the contributors to the 
Notes, keep the words and pictures coming.

The Land Rover Heritage Run. 
30th September.

The run usually takes place in the spring from 
the Land Rover Experience premises at the Lode 
Lane factory, Solihull, and finishes at the Land 
Rover Show at the Heritage Motor Centre, Gaydon, 
Warwickshire.

There was no show this year but the run is such 
a tradition that it was decided to go ahead with it at 
the later date of 30th September.

The run will start from the Lode Lane factory at 
about 10.00am and will take about an hour to reach 
Gaydon.

I have been on the run three times, and 526 was 
a regular participant with her previous owner.  

With no show this year, participants will be given 
a guided tour of the museum, a trip on the off road 
course, a Land Rover orientated talk by a specialist, 
and a tour of the Observation Tower, to be followed 
by a 2-course buffet lunch.



Update for the 23rd Birthday Weekend – 13th-14th October 2012

Friday 12th October 2012 

Optional Green laning / scenic drive.  Meeting up at the Butchers Arms, St. Ive at approx 1000 (and 1200
if enough interest) we will then drive non damaging lanes over Bodmin moor and across to the North Cornwall
Coast.  If there is enough interest and time, there will also be an Evening Laning session on the Friday Evening.

Saturday 13th October 2012

We will gather on Plymouth Hoe on Saturday 13th October from 1000 until 1300.  Yes; Free parking in a
Big City!  This gives everyone a chance to register, catch up with old friends; and then pop down into the City
of Plymouth, which is a 10 to 15 minute walk, once there you can grab a late breakfast or a big hearty lunch.
Plymouth, like any big City has an abundance of fast food outlets, good Restaurants and a Pannier Market.
Another area to visit is the Barbican; this is the old Fishing Port of the City. Home to the Aquarium, gift shops
and even more eating houses; this again is a 10 to 15 minute walk.  The Hoe must be clear of all vehicles by
approx 1315. 

 After leaving the Hoe, we travel via the Torpoint Ferry, we will drive to Mt Edgcumbe, we will stop along 
the way to let people catch up and to take Photo's etc.  On arrival at Mt. Edgcumbe, their smaller Tea Shop
will be open for refreshments.

Evening Social and Charity Raffle is taking place at the Windy Ridge Eating House, Trerulefoot, Saltash,
PL12 5BJ.  Doors will open at approx 1900.  The Evening Meal will be a Carvery and the Prices are £7.50
per Adult and £5.50 for Children and OAP's.  Please advise me of additional food requirements before the
weekend i.e. Vegetarians etc etc.  The nearest accommodation to this is the Travelodge in Saltash and or the
Liskeard Tavern, Premier Inn, both about 5 miles away

Sunday 14th October 2012

09:30 we will meet at the Car Park of the TESCO Store, Lee Mill, from here we will head straight down
to the Steam Railway at Buckfastleigh.  This should give people plenty of time to look around the Station,
catching the train and spending some time at Totnes.

At approx 14.00 we will commence the drive across Dartmoor to the Two Bridges Hotel, reaching there
at 15.00.  Time for a Pint or a Cream Tea and to say our fond farewells. 

Please contact me via 07771 882622 or e-mail hayward_lee@yahoo.com for more information.
Ian.

Useful Websites:

http://www.discoverybirthdayparty.co.uk/ 

 http://www.southdevonrailway.co.uk/timetable 

http://www.mountedgcumbe.gov.uk/

http://www.visitplymouth.co.uk 



G-WAC for sale.

Not a launch car but it was registered by Land Rover 10/01/90, sold on to its first owner on 05/05/90 and
to its current owner 27/06/09.

Now looking for a third owner who will bring it back to showroom condition and take it to the 25th Birthday
Party in 2014.

This two owner 200Tdi with 250,000 miles showing on the odometer has been dry stored for the past
three years, but of course it doesn’t stop the rust bugs from having a good time munching away in the dry.

Seven seats and Marseilles Blue, she needs three doors, two sills a rear bumper and body crossmember
just for starters. 

But if Andrew Joyes of the Discovery Owners Club can spend hours cutting out rot and welding in new
metal, (pictured above), then I am sure that someone will take this car on as a project.

It will need to be trailered away, but the price asked will include delivery within a reasonable distance.
If not sold it will join my collection.

Roy. 

G410WAC and G234CBG for sale.

The time has come...my two Discoverys are listed on ebay.

http://www.ebay.co.uk/itm/1989-LAND-ROVER-G-WAC-DISCOVERY-BLUE-V8-/
280972328109?pt=Automobiles_UK&hash=item416b417cad

http://www.ebay.co.uk/itm/1990-LAND-ROVER-DISCOVERY-BLUE-V8-LPG-/
280972368507?pt=Automobiles_UK&hash=item416b421a7b

G410WAC is a V8 in Blue registered 26/10/89, and G234CBG is also a V8, with gas, in Blue, registered 
09.02.90.

I have been offered £300 each for scrap, and they will go for scrap if not sold. They are residing in 
Crocketford, Dumfries, and will need trailering away.

If interested mail me on: - robinjef@hotmail.com
Robin.



Compiled by Roy Preston. If anyone would like to contribute an article for these notes, or receive a copy, 
please email me at roy@g-wac.com or post your address to B R Preston, “Scawdel”, Wormald Green, 
Harrogate, North Yorkshire, HG3 3PU. Phone 01765 677124. Mobile 07876 473714
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Home of the Project Jay Preservation Group
email4graham@tiscali.co.uk.

      www.g-wacdiscoverys.net
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Brian Radford, of Northmead 4x4, is keeping up-to-date with a copy of the Notes on his website. All the 
back issues from the start in May 2007 are there. 

He also has another website to advertise Classic Rallies and shows. 

www.northmead4x4.co.uk/gwac_discoverys.htm
www.classicrallies.co.uk/index.htm

490 and 496
496
I bought 496 in 2005.  It was going to be scrapped due to sill rot and I saved it and welded it up.  I ran it

for about three years and then laid it up in my barn.
I have done some more patch welding to get it tested this year but the inner wings will need doing properly

over the winter.  The dash needs to come out as well, because the heater fan is broken
I am involved in Mine conservation and we use the Discovery to get stuff to the top of shafts as well as

pulling heavy things up from a great depth with a cable over the gear.  The Tdi in 496 is a bit more economical
than the V8 in 490.  The side slope is 40 degrees in places and it needs plenty of diesel in the tank, or it runs
dry. 

It is Rover Moonraker blue and much darker then 490, and looks to have been made that way as it is
darker blue inside and under the bonnet, and if you scratch the paint, you can tell that it has not been resprayed.

490
I have now laid up 490, which is Mistrale blue. 496 is about half the cost to run.
Below is a picture of them side by side. (Or perhaps that should be back to back)

I bought a V8 engine some years ago and it is 
27G00001B.  I have tried to find out what it came 
from but have never found a match as my records 
only show from about 27G00004B onwards.  Does 
anyone have records that might show what it was?

 I also have G436WAC which is a green 3.9 Range Rover that used to belong to Prince Charles and is a
pre-launch one.  More about that one later.

Robert.



Current known owners of launch cars. @ September  2012

G457WAC     Mark Wheatley
G459WAC. (Amphibian)    Land Rover 
G461WAC     John Boucher
G463WAC      Ian Rawlings.
G465WAC & G526WAC    Roy Preston.
G469WAC & G524WAC    Lee Barnett
G470WAC     Frank Elson.
G478WAC     Meghan Timmins
G480WAC, G482WAC & G486WAC  David Ashburner
G488WAC      Clive Richfield
G490WAC & G496WAC    Rob Ivins
G510WAC     Nick Prior
G511WAC     Colin Crossley
G534WAC     James Brackenbury

There were 86 cars registered on 01.10.89 from G451WAC to G537WAC, with the exception of G500WAC.

Other known launch cars on DVLA site.

G466WAC, G477WAC, G494WAC, and G525WAC

Other pre-production, G-WACs and early cars

B62 COH & C60 JKG    Philip Bashall (The Dunsfold Collection) 
C742HUH     Charles Whitaker
G226EAC      Discovery Owners Club
G513DHP     Project Jay Preservation Group
G279WAC     Neal 
G302WAC     Sandy Andrews
G308WAC     Robin Gray
G310WAC     Mark Simpson
G311WAC     Ivor Ramsden
G316WAC     David Cox
G405WAC     Harry Harrison
G406WAC     Keith Britton
G410WAC     Robin Jeffery
G563WAC     David Spirrett.
G601WAC     Richard Haynes
G603WAC     Ian Redfern
G610WAC     John Stuart-Gay
G611WAC     Jamie Menzies
G635WAC     Alec Gatherer
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
G28 RMW     Glyn Jones
G41 VHA     Simon Tinkler
G43 KWO     Victor Mitchell
G67 RYJ     Alan Mitchell
G101GEL     Tim Evans
G234CBG     Robin Jeffery
G374UYR     Jack Straw
G442AJM     Scott Seacombe
G553OWD     J Herod.
G656RYB     Graham Welch
G711YRY     Peter Hares
G757SGX     Paul Bishop
G767NRH     David Ashburner
G834FPR     Sue Virgin
G892VPM     M E Hall
G942UTT     Keith Taylor
G987LKU     Andy Greer
H776POJ     Duncan Campbell
H871EWK     Mark Hardwick
J140OAC Ambulance    Neil Witt.
J463HVK  Ambulance    William Wallace
3656 TW 24     Keith S L Daffern. (France)
AZ-829-TJ     Raymond Bechetoille (France)
Camel. Awaiting export to the USA   Robert Blanchard (USA)


